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Artwork by Jeanette Sennitt

Christians worshipping and working together in Wotton under Edge
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‘Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold
tightly to what is good.’ Romans 12 9-10
At Blue Coat our core Christian values of respect, happiness, responsibility and
creativity run through everything we do. We love and lift each other up. We are
a family and we continue to come together to support one another; staff, children
and families.
On our return to school after our half term break we returned to our ‘bubbles’,
where children from different parts of the school were not allowed to mix in order
to minimise cross contamination and mitigate risks. We have been so proud of
how our children have taken this in their stride. They appreciated the need for
these restrictions in order to keep everyone as safe as possible.
We are pleased to say that these have now been lifted
and we are once again able to come together as a
whole school which is wonderful. The children really
enjoy spending time with each other in different parts
of the school and our Reception class have been
especially thrilled to be reunited with their Buddies. It
is wonderful to see the
relationships
between
our ...\BCt Mrs Senn...
youngest and oldest members
developing. The special bonds are
something quite unique.
We have been lucky enough
to welcome Mrs Sennitt to
school once again to share
with us about Diawli, the
festival of light. Class
Discovery have learnt about
both the Sikh and Hindu
stories
behind
the
celebrations and Mrs Sennitt
talked to us about how she
celebrates with her family.
It was truly inspiring and the
children have been buzzing with talk about the festival and
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have been busy learning more in class.
We have made paper chains, lanterns,
firework pictures and danced to indian
music. We are in the process of
designing our own diya lamps which we
will make out of clay over the coming
weeks so watch this space for how they
turn out!
The children in Class Discovery have
also been learning about
Remembrance Day.

We talked about remembering all those
who have given their lives for us,
including people who have fought in
wars, civilians, animals involved and all
who have been affected by war. The
children were very thoughtful and
respectful in their questions and
responses and enjoyed many activities
linked to poppies.
Many of children also paid their respects
with their families at local Remembrance
services.
In other news…. It is of course that time of year!
Yes, we are beginning to gear up for Christmas and the whole school is starting
to have a buzz of excitement about it as we start to hear festive music and lyrics
being learnt along with the obligatory glitter with everything!
In Class Discovery we are starting to explore the question ‘Why is Christmas
special for Christians?’ We had lots of initial ideas including “You have a special
dinner”, “Santa comes” and “We do a show”.
We have some ‘friends’ called Tessa and Tim who are helping us with our
learning about faith and religion. They showed us some characters from the
Nativity story and this sparked more ideas including, “It looks like the Jesus story”,
“When Jesus was born”, and “Jesus is the Son of God”. We thought about who
the characters were and ordered them according to importance (See next page)
Tim and Tessa also told us how they are going to be taking part in retelling the
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Nativity story in their church. The children in Class Discovery decided it would
be wonderful if they could do the same at Blue Coat. So, we are pleased to
announce that we will be putting on Nativities in EYFS and KS1. KS1 will be
doing ‘Whoops-a-Daisy-Angel’ all about a disorganised but lovable angel who
is chosen to show the way to Bethlehem. Class Discovery will be doing a
traditional Nativity called ‘A Bundle of Joy’ with lots of humour, catchy tunes and
fun. From very sleepy sheep, to strong and bold kings, these delightful nativities
will be packed with a big dose of cuteness and we hope these productions will
bring some festive joy as we spread the message of God’s love this Christmas!
All that remains is to wish you a MERRY CHRISTMAS from Class Discovery
and everyone at Blue Coat! Have a very happy holiday & a wonderful new year!
Mrs Jo Wallace
EYFS Class Teacher

The Remembrance
Table in the lounge
in Dryleaze House.
Dryleaze and Blue
Coat - you are
never too old or too
young to remember.
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Christingle on Christmas Eve 2021
St.Mary’s Church Wotton under Edge
Come and celebrate Christmas and support The Children’s
Society as they work to transform the hopes and happiness of
young people facing abuse, exploitation and neglect
10am-12pm Enjoy coffee, mince pies and Christmas music in
the Church. Also drop in anytime between 10am and 3pm to
make your own Christingle to take home
5pm-5.30pm Start your Christmas and join together in carol
singing outdoors in St Mary’s Churchyard
**Please note these activities replace the traditional
Christingle services that will not be held this year**
Thank You!
A big thank you to all who came to the
coffee morning held to raise money for the
Webox Appeal.
Over £350 was raised which will enable
children in Albania to receive gift this
Christmas.
Janet Davies
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… I was in prison and you visited me (Matthew 25:36)

HMP Eastwood Park
Volunteer Prison Visitor Request
We are looking for new prison visitors at the women’s prison HMP Eastwood
Park near Falfield.
One of the most difficult aspects of being a prisoner is being excluded from the
world outside. It can feel very claustrophobic and isolating being locked
between prison walls having very little contact with family and friends. Many
prisoners are far from their own communities and may have few or no visits.
Are you someone who could bring a breath of friendly air from the outside?
Are you a good listener?
Prison visitors are volunteers who visit prisoners weekly or fortnightly for an
hour. We have regular meetings where PVs can meet each other and learn
more about the prison environment in which his/her prison visitee lives.
If you are interested in finding out more, you are welcome to contact Jonquil
Richards or Tony Williams for a chat or a visit: jonquil.richards@justice.gov.uk
or tony.williams@justice.gov.uk or telephone 01454 382105 and leave a
message with your contact details
I have been a prison visitor for 5 years and find it very rewarding. At the
moment Covid restrictions mean that we can only visit once a month but it is
hoped that this will soon have changed back to weekly or fortnightly. If anyone
is interested and would like to have an informal chat about it I would be happy
to hear from you.
Wendy Barber
01453 842612

Decorate the Parish Tree at St Mary’s
After the 9.30 am service on Sunday
5 December we would like the
congregation to help decorate the
Christmas Tree.
Stay for a cuppa and mince pie and
put a bauble or two onto the tree.
Don't forget to wear your Christmas
jumper!
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An update from Wotton Baptist Church
We’ve finally finished the hall project at WBC! Volunteers are still putting the
finishing touches to the project,
but the hall has been back in use
for art group, Pulse youth group,
Sunday kids groups, Brownies,
Slimming World and other users
for a few weeks now. The big
quiz and more church lunches
are planned soon.
On Sundays we’re retaining our
three-tier services with zoom for
those who are shielding, the
balcony with masks and social
distancing and downstairs
masked but not distanced.
This Sunday two of our young
people are getting baptised. It
has been lovely to greet a good
number of new attendees and
members at services and events
over the past few months. Folks
returning to services after shielding
keep asking who all these new
people are! We’re grateful to God
for the spiritual and numerical
growth we’ve seen through the
months of the pandemic. It’s
good to be reminded that God is
sovereign and that Jesus is
building his church despite all the restrictions and frustrations of this time.
We’re excited to be working with friends from Kingswood and Cromhall
Chapels as well as Thornbury Baptist to run an Alpha course at Charfield
Chapel starting in January. If you know anyone in Charfield who would
benefit from attending the Alpha course, please do get in touch via
charfieldchapel@gmail.com
Blessings,

Tom

Episode 14: Is Climate Change a Liberal
Hoax?
See https://wottonbaptist.org.uk/3868-2/ for details
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We saw His Star in the East
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 18 – 25 January
The story of the Magi visiting the Holy Family in Bethlehem is one very familiar
to us. The Magi have sometimes been seen as a symbol of the world’s
diversity – different religions and cultures – that comes to pay homage to the
Christ-child. The story might therefore represent the unity of all created that
God desires.
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in 2022 has been prepared by the
churches of the Middle East, the history of which was, and still is,
characterised by conflict and strife, tainted with blood and darkened by
injustice and oppression. The Christians of the Middle East offer these
resources conscious that the world shares many of the travails and much of
the difficulties that it experiences, and yearns for a light to lead the way to the
Saviour who is the light that overcomes darkness.
Serving the Gospel today requires a commitment to the human being,
especially the poorest, the weakest and those marginalised. It requires from
the churches transparency and accountability in dealing with the world, and
with each other. This means churches need to cooperate to provide relief to
the afflicted, to welcome the displaced, to relieve the burdened, and to build a
just and honest society. This is a call for churches to work together so that
young people can build a good future according to God’s heart, a future in
which all human beings can experience life, peace, justice, and love.
Arrangements for the meetings during the Week of Prayer will be circulated
nearer the time.

United Ramblers
Meet outside the United Church in Bradley Street
ready for a 10 am departure.
Leaders will do their best to arrange lunch but will
advise us if this is not possible. The walk will be
approximately 4 miles and we will try to avoid any
demanding obstacles such as high stiles and steep
inclines. If you do not receive emails about the walks
and would like to, please email
robert.carruthers@care4free.net
Monday 6 December - Alison & Alan Jackson - Walk around Wotton
Rob Carruthers
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Christmas Services and Events in Wotton’s Churches - your
Churches Together Christmas Card will be with you soon!
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The Singles Space - Christmas Lunch - 4 December
12.30pm at The Swan, 16, Market Street, Wotton under Edge
(we must be gone by 2.30pm as the roads close at 3pm for the
Christmas Street Fayre)
Festive Menu is here: https://swanhotelwotton.com/festive-menu/
We are doing the 2-course lunch menu option.
If you’d like to come, please email Judy with your menu choices ASAP:
jabreavington54@gmail.com
As always, you are welcome to bring along a new friend too.

Weekday Events at Wotton Baptist Church Hall
Tuesdays 9.30 - 12 Art Group. No experience necessary; just drop in
Thursdays 10am - 12 Little Fishes. For Toddlers and their carers. No prebooking required.
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Christmas at Dryleaze House and Court
All the below are subject to the House remaining free of Coronavirus as
infection will cause the Council to close the Lounge
Saturday 11 December at 2.30 pm we are welcoming the Spectrum Singers
for their annual visit. (We missed them last year of course.)
Wednesday 15 December at 11.00 am. Holy Communion in the House Lounge
with St. Mary's Parish Church. Hopefully this may become a regular event
again.
Saturday 18 December at 3 pm in the House Lounge. A Christmas Service
with the United Church Carols, Prayers and readings for Christmas with Rev
Phil Summers, to be followed by a cup of tea.
Monday 20 December. Residents' Festive Christmas Tea: a start to the
Christmas week.
Wednesday 22 December at 7.00 pm Christmas Bingo. Everyone welcome.

Tea and Chat
United Church Hall, Bradley Street
Every Wednesday

2.30 - 4.00pm

An informal get-together for
anyone who would like a cuppa,
cake and company
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Praying for the Churches
In December we remember the Holy Cross community and in January, the
United Church
For Holy Cross, Kate Barlow says: We pray that people will gradually return to
the church services at Holy Cross and indeed all over Wotton when they feel
comfortable about it. We know that some of our parishioners are reluctant to
come back to church because of the Covid figures in the area but we want
them to know that we miss them.
We now have a new time for our Saturday Vigil Mass. It is 5:00 pm and should
remain at that time for the foreseeable future. We still have a Thursday
morning Mass at 9:15. More people have attended the Thursday morning
Mass so the church isn't too full on Saturday.
At the United Church we give thanks for the generosity of those who have
helped ensure that the church can remain open and active. We know not all
Methodist/URC churches have weathered the storm and we pray that they
may find God’s way forward.

Foodbank will always be grateful to receive
donations; however, for items to be
included in the Christmas Hampers they
would really like the following by the end of
November:
Sweets and Chocolates; Christmas Cake,
Mince Pies, Nuts, Gravy Granules, Tinned
Ham, Luxury Crisps, Christmas Pudding,
Hot Chocolate, Savoury Crackers, Dried
Stuffing, Christmas Preserves.
Items can be left in the collection basket in the Wotton Co-op.

‘together in Wotton’ is produced on behalf of all the Wotton under Edge
Churches. Items and comments are welcome and should be sent to the Editor,
Judy Mills judy.mills@live.co.uk
All items and articles for the February edition should be submitted by 5pm on
Monday 24 January
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